
Call for Papers 
for the international alumni conference 

Tackling the root causes of displacement in  
Sub Sahara Africa 

Nov. 26 – Dec. 1, 2017, Cape Town/South Africa 
 
The South African-German Centre for Development Research (SA-GER CDR) at the 
University of the Western Cape (UWC), South Africa, together with the Institute of 
Development Research and Development Policy (IEE; Ruhr-University Bochum), 
Germany, is organising an international alumni conference in Cape Town, South 
Africa, titled “Tackling the root causes of displacement in Sub Sahara Africa” on the 
26th November – 01st December 2017. The conference is a collaboration between all 
DAAD African Excellence Centres in Sub Sahara Africa: the Ghanian-German Centre 
for Development Studies at the University of Ghana, the Tanzanian-German Centre 
for Eastern African Legal Studies at the University of Dar es Salaam, the Namibian-
German Centre for Logistics at Namibia University of Science and Technology, the 
South African-German Centre for Transnational Criminal Justice at UWC, the 
Congolese-German Centre for Microfinance at the Congo Protestant University, 
Kinshasa, the East and South African-German Centre for Educational Research at the 
Moi-University, Kenya, and the Kenyan Centre for Mining, Environmental Engineering 
and Resource Management at Taita Taveta University College in Voi, Kenya. 
 
The topic of the Alumni-conference “Tackling the root causes of displacement in Sub-
Sahara Africa” is among the focal points of the current political agenda and a priority 
of development policy. The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) identifies initiatives “tackling the root causes of displacement” as 
one important field of action for refugee policy and further states: „In recent years, wars 
and conflicts have forced millions of people to leave their homes. In addition to these 
acute causes of displacement, there are also structural causes such as poverty, 
inequality, weak governance, human rights violations, shortages of resources or food 
insecurity that gradually take their toll, eventually driving people from their homes. 
Regardless of how the causes of displacement have come about, the only way they 
can be tackled at all is through long-term efforts.” 
The research and training expertise of CDR and of the other Centres of African 
Excellence is closely related to topics being identified as structural causes for 
displacement. Centres’ regional focus on Sub-Sahara Africa is highly relevant in the 
context of displacement and forced migration as the latest UNHCR mid-year trends 
2015 show. Of 57.959.702 people of concern to UNHCR 26,6 % are from Africa 
(excluding North Africa) and 27,9 % are hosted in Africa (excluding North Africa). The 
overall conference topic will be introduced by invited speakers of relevant 
organizations (UNHCR, IOM) who will present the current status and consequences of 
displacement in Sub-Sahara Africa and reflect on the role of (regular and irregular) 
migration in relation to displacement. The African Excellence Centres will shortly 
introduce their areas of expertise and their link to the conference topic and will integrate 
recent research activities of the African Excellence Centres and the professional 
experience of participating Alumni.  
Therefore the participants will discuss different facets of the topic in more detail during 
the conference and corresponding questions such as: Displacement and migration in 
Sub-Sahara Africa; Scale, nature, causes and consequences of food insecurity in Sub 



Sahara Africa both in rural and urban areas as well as agricultural innovations for 
improved agricultural production, food safety and value chains; Regional integration; 
Transcriminal justice; Social policies for poverty reduction; Education; Health sector 
interventions; Resource use, distribution & conflicts and Evaluation of development 
interventions. 
 
Workshops on these and on further related topics will be facilitated based on the 
submitted proposals and will be discussed with international experts, alumni of the 
abovementioned African Excellence Centres (Master and PhD graduates who are 
working in areas related to these fields either as researchers or practitioners) and 
researchers. As such, the conference offers a wide range of network opportunities 
between experts, practitioners, and scientists. Alumni have the possibility to present 
their organisation’s activities not only to colleagues, experts and researchers, but 
additionally to current students of the two DAAD African Excellence Centres at UWC 
on the last day of the conference. 
The conference is financed by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) with 
funds of the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
 
Submission of Paper Proposals:  

This call addresses particularly alumni of the above mentioned DAAD African 
Excellence Centres. SA-GER CDR, IEE and its collaboration Centres invite alumni to 
submit paper proposals which are related to one of the following topics as a means to 
reduce structural causes of displacement and push factors for migration: 
 

 Agricultural Innovations and its impact on food security 

 Food Distribution: Value Chains, Markets  Livelihoods  

 Regional integration in Africa 

 The Relevance of Transnational Justice, International Criminal Law, 
International Anti-Corruption Law and Anti-Money Laundering 

 Poverty Reduction through Social Policies 

 Education and Health Sector Interventions 

 Prevention and management of water and land conflicts 

 Natural resources exploitation and management for sustainable value creation 

 Increasing Aid Effectiveness 
 
Please submit your paper proposal in english to Britta Niklas (alumni_african-
excellence@drd-sa.org) by 23rd of June 2017. Paper proposals should have a 
length of 300 words and indicate your professional affiliation to this topic. 
Please also include following information in the E-Mail: 

 

 Surname, first name:  

 Sex:  

 Date of birth:  

 Place and country of birth:  

 Current residence country:  

 Current employer and professional position:  

 African Excellence Centre in which you studied: 

 Programme in which you studied: 

 Year of graduation: 

 Poster on Activities of your Organization: Yes/No 



Invitation to the Conference:  

Participants of the workshops will be selected based on the submitted proposals by a 
board of reviewers of all African Excellence Centres. Selected participants will 
receive an invitation to the conference by the 18st of July 2017 for holding a 
presentation based on their proposal paper. 
 
Costs and Funding:  

No conference fee is charged. Selected participants who are international alumni of 
the DAAD African Excellence Centres will receive funding for their flight and 
accommodation including meals.  
 
Further Information and Contact Details:  
Please find up-to-date information about the conference on the website of the SA-

GER CDR (www.drd-sa.org) or the IEE (www.development-research.org). If you have 

further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via the following email 

address: alumni_african-excellence@drd-sa.org. 

 


